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"And they cried, The Sword of the 


Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 


* 
eee eageee 
WAAL, © ATO 
Ada ade \ rer) 
AALAL ISR, \ erry 
eeereeee 
eeeteecve 
Seeeeeas 
eeeeeaee 


we eereee 
02009 08 
eteee eeeee 
Orr Yrs 
206+ e+ eee ees 
eeeeeee 
seeeeee 
*eeeees 


*oBbsecescece 
DO. *. SOoena 


YY CAA 

eeee 

eeeesese - 
eeceeees Mies es sss, 


DO “Sooo: «6 SAAAAAAAA 
Ahem VR) J Serr 
OOO, “Nr ¢ Gooetrad 
ee eters 


ILLINOIS 


An Independent Religious Weekly, Standing for the Verbal Inspiration of the Bible, the Deity of Christ, His’ Blood Atonement, Salvation by Faith, New Testament 
Soul Winning and the Premillennial Return of Christ, {Opposes Sin, Modernism, and Denominational Overlordship 


_ VOLUME VII, No. 51 


WHEATON, ILLINOIS, FRIDAY, JULY 4, 1941 


$1.00 PER YEAR 


7 Spiritual Child-Bearing 


By REv. GEORGE A. PALMER 
Pastor, Morning Cheer Broadcast, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


(Preached on WMBI, Moody Bi- 
ble Institute radio station, June 2, 
1941). 

There is a passage of Scripture 
found in the seventh chapter of 
Paul’s epistle to the church at 
Rome, Romans 7, verse 4: 

“Wherefore, my brethren, ye 
also are become dead to the 
law by the body of Christ; that 
ye should be married to anoth- 
er, even to him who is raised © 
from the dead, that we should 
bring forth fruit unto God.” 
Those of you who are saved, who 

are Bible students and who listen 
to ‘the broadcasts that come over 
WMBI know that salvation is 
something more than church mem- 
bership, or subscribing to a creed 
or coming from a Christian family, 
or being religious or active in re- 
ligious work. Salvation consists of 
a new relationship with God. The 
Scripture says that we must be 
born again. And the result of be- 
ing born from above, born by the 
Spirit of God; by the Word of God 
is this new relationship, we become 
heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Christ. There is an identification 
with Christ. which becomes. true. of 
us. Such an identification we knew 
absolutely nothing of before we re- 
ceived Him as our personal Saviour 
and passed from death unto life. 

We often speak of baptism be- 
cause the Word of God calls our at- 
tention to the fact that we are cru- 
cified with Christ, we are buried 
with Christ and raised up and 
made to sit in heavenly places with 
Christ Jesus. In the sixth chapter 
of the book of Romans, there is 
this particular passage of Scripture 
brought to us that brings a great 
deal of joy: 

“Therefore we are buried 
with him by baptism into 
death: that like as Christ was 
raised up from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, even 
so we also should walk in new- 
ness of life.’ 

We are crucified with Christ, 
buried with Him, raised and made 
to sit in heavenly places, and we are 
walking in newness of life. Now 
we rejoice in allof this which 
is brought to our attention as the 
people of God. But there is a rela- 
tionship which I am afraid is only 
too often overlooked by us as the 
children of God. It is vital. It is 
And it is brought to 
our attention in this portion of 
Scripture which I read in your 
hearing: Romans 7:4: 

‘Wherefore, my brethren, ye 
also are become dead to the 
law by the body of Christ; that 
ye should be married to anoth- 
er, even to him who is raised — 
from the dead, that we should 
bring forth fruit unto God.” 


Do you ever think of the marri- 
age relationship in connection with 
your Christian life—that is spiri- 
tually speaking? Now God has 
much to say about the marriage 
relationship physically. He has_-re- 
minded us that it is not good for 
me to be alone. And he also has 
made possible the marriage rela- 
tionship, and to Adam and Eve He 
said, “Be fruitful and multiply.” 
Now the result of every marriage 
relationship, humanly 
should be children. Children are an 
heritage of the Lord. Happy is the 
man that has his quiver full of 
them, says the Scripture. And we 
should think -vitally and seriously 
in connection with what God has 
to say about the marriage relation- 


speaking, 


| 


ship. There should be children in 
every home where the marriage re- 
lationship exists unless there are 
physical difficulties -in the way. 
Children are an heritage of the 
Lord. Fruitfulness—this is brought 
very vitally to our attention in the 
Word of God. 


Now spiritually speaking, as a 
result of this union which exists 


between Christ and every member 
of His body, there should be fruit- 
fulness. There should be spiritual 
children. Fruitfulness is empha- 
sized greatly in the Word of God, 
fruitfulness characterizing the life 
of a Christian. For instance, may 
I read from the Second Epistle of 
Peter, chapter 1, verse 3 and fol- 
lowing ? 

“3. According as his divine 
power hath given unto us all 
things that pertain unto life 
and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him that hath 
called us to glory and virtue: 

“4, Whereby are given unto 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 


The Continual 
Burnt-Offering 


The above is. the title of a new 
devotional book of daily readings 
by Dr. H. A. Ironside, the beloved 
pastor. of Moody Memorial Church, 
Chicago. 

Dr. Ironside gave me a copy the 
other day, and I have been greatly 
enjoying it. There is a full page 
for every day in the year, which 
means that the book, though just 
a good size for side coat pocket, 
really has 360-0dd pages. 


Every page has a Scripture and 
a good exposition by Dr. Ironside. 
And -then nearly every page closes 
with a poem by some great Chris- 
tian poet, or the words of some 
blessed hymn, ; 

The book is cloth bound, has tint- 
ed top edge, and cover printed in 
gold. And the lacquered red jacket 
is printed in gold and black. 


This book is a jubilee edition, be- 
cause, as Dr. Ironside says, “It 
was on the night of February 20, 
1891, that I as a lad of fourteen 
entered into a knowledge of salva- 
tion through personal faith in 
Christ, whose love and grace have 
cared for me these fifty years 

pari thie ON PAGE FOUR) 


EXCEEDING. ABUN cab ABLE ” 


This picture of Jesus feeding the five thousand is in the book by 


editor John R. Rice, “AND GOD REMEMBERED . 


..’ It illustrates 


the sermon on “The Exceeding Abundantly Able God. ” Christ was not 
only able to satisfy the hunger of five thousand men, besides women 


_and children, with five barley loaves and two small fishes, but there 


were twelve baskets full of fish and bread sandwiches left over. 


This sermon, which has blessed many, is based on Ephesians 3:20: 


“Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that 
we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us.” 


The: book, “AND GOD REMEMBERED . 


.’ cloth bound, 123 pages, 


illustrated, gold jacket with cover, may be had for 50¢c a copy post- 


paid; 5 copies for $2.00. 


‘in verse 53 Jesus said, 


Revivals in China 


By JONATHAN 


(This article is written by the 
Canadian Presbyterian missionary, 
famous as “Goforth of China” in 
the book. by that name, written by 
his wife. Dr. Goforth was marvel- 
ously used in bringing great re- 
vivals in China. He was a frequent 
writer for the Sunday School 
Times and has recently gone home 
to Heaven. This is the introductory 
chapter to his book, “By My $pir- 
it,” as printed by the Gospel Pub- 
lishing House, Springfield, Mis- 
souri. The editor was so stirred 
and blessed by this message that 
he urges you to read it most pray- 
erfully. 


In this book we speak of re- 
sults which are abnormal. If the 
Almighty Spirit moves in sovereign 
power on the hearts and con- 
sciences of men the outcome must 
be above the normal. In his intro- 
duction to Miss Dyer’s Revival In 
India, Dr. A. T. Schofield says: 
“One thing to be borne in mind 
is that since the days of Pentecost 
there is no record of the sudden 
and direct work of the Spirit of 
God upon the souls of men that 
has not been accompanied by 
events more or less abnormal. It 


is,.indeed, on consideration, only. 


natural that it should be so. We 
cannot expect an abnormal inrush 
of Divine light and power, so pro- 
foundly affecting the emotions and 
changing the lives of men, without 
remarkable results. As well expect 
a hurricane, an earthquake, or a 
flood, to leave nothing abnormal in 
its course, as to expect a true re- 
vival that is not accompanied by 
events quite out of our ordinary ex- 
perience.” 

Perhaps no movements of the 
Spirit since Pentecost has been so 
productive of results as the Mora- 
vian Revival of the eighteenth 
century. We read that about noon, 
on Sunday, August 10th, 1727, 
‘while Pastor Rothe was holding 
the meeting at Herrnhut, he felt 


GOFORTH, D.D. 


himself overwhelmed by a wonder- 
ful and irresistible power of the 
Lord and sank down into the dust 
before God, and with him sank 
down the whole assembled congre- 
gation, in an ecstasy of feeling. In 
this frame of mind they continued 
till midnight, engaged in praying 


rand singing, weeping and <suppli- 


cation.” 

The accounts that we have of 
“the Love Feast In Fetter Lane,” 
London, New Year’s Day, 17839, 
give us an insight Into the begin- 
nings of another great movement 
which originated in that same peri- 
od. We are told that there were 
about sixty Moravians present at 
the meeting, together with seven 
of the Oxford Methodists, namely, 
John and Charles Wesley, George 
Whitefield, Wesley Hall, Benjamin 
Ingham, Charles Kinchin and 
Richard Hutchins, all of them or- 
dained clergymen of the Church of 
England. Of that meeting Wesley 
writes: “About three in the morn- 
ing, aS we were continuing instant 
in prayer, the power of God came 
mightily upon us, insomuch that 
many cried for exceeding joy, and 
many fell to the ground. As soon 
as we were recovered a little from 
that awe and amazement at the 
presence of His Majesty, we broke 
out with one voice — ‘We praise 
Thee, O God; we acknowledge Thee 
to be the Lord!’ ”’ 


I was a student at Knox College 
when Mr. Moody conducted a 
three days’ series of meetings in 
Toronto, during the winter of 1883, 
One of his noon meetings was 
about as melting as anything I- 
have ever seen. I hardly think 
there was a dry eye. in the as- 
sembly that day. No one who at- 
tempted to pray could go very far 
without breaking down. 


But though we speak of the man- 
ifestations at Pentecost as being 
abnormal, yet we maintain that 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 


Bible Questions Answered 


|. Does the bread and grape juice 
actually become the body and 
blood of Christ in the Lord's 


Supper? 
2. Is it wrong to marry? 


3. Did Christ go to Hell? 


Below is part of the editor’s an- 
swer to one of the many, many 
letters he gets asking Bible ques- 
tions. 


‘1. When Jesus said about the 
Lord’s Supper, ‘This is my body,’ 
and ‘this is my blood,’ did He mean 
it literally or symbolically ? 
ANSWER: Either the words of 
Jesus are to be taken as literal, 
and bread in the Lord’s Supper 
actually becomes the literal body 
of Christ and grape juice actually 
becomes the literal blood of Christ, 
as Catholics believe; or, He meant 
that the bread and grape juice 
represented His body and blood, 
picture His death for sinners. But 
if the bread really becomes the 
body of Christ, then it is by tak- 
ing the Lord’s Supper that people 
are saved. For in John 6:51 Jesus 
said, ‘I am the living bread which 
came down from Heaven: if any 
man eat of this bread, he shall live 
for ever: and the bread that I will 
give is my flesh, which I will give 
for the life of the world.” Again 
“Verily, 


verily, I say unto you, Except ye 
eat the flesh of the Son of man, 
and drink his blood, ye have no 
life in you.” And verse 54 says, 
“‘Whoso eateth my flesh, and drink- 
eth my blood, hath eternal life; and 
I will raise him up at the last day.”’ 

So if Jesus meant that the Lord’s 
Supper actually becomes His body 
and blood, then that is the plan of 
salvation; and people are not saved 
by faith but are saved by this ordi- 
nance of the church. That would 
mean that no one was saved in the 
Old Testament; and it would mean 
that the thief on the cross was not 
saved, and that no one is saved to- 
day except by taking of the Lord's 
Supper. 

But if Jesus meant that people 
are saved by spiritually partaking 
of Him, that is, trusting in His 
broken body and His shed blood, 
depending on Him for forgiveness 
and salvation—I say if Jesus 
meant that, then the bread and 
grape juice are simply to symbolize 
the body and blood of Christ. | 

Jesus said, “This is my body.” 
But this is a metaphor like those 
used throughout the Bible. Look 
up in your dictionary what a meta- 
phor is. Jesus also said the follow- 
ing: ; 

“T am the door.” 

“IT am the true vine.” 

“I am the good shepherd.” 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 
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Revivals In China 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


Pentecost was normal Christianity. 
The results, when the Holy Spirit 
assumed control in Christ’s stead, 
were according to Divine plan. 
Each one was strengthened with 
might by His Spirit in the inner 
man. Christ then did dwell in their 
hearts by faith, and they were 
rooted and grounded in love. They 
were filled unto all the fullness of 
God, and God did work in and 
through them above all that they 
had asked or thought, even unto 
the “exceeding abundantly.” Any- 
thing short of that would have de- 
frauded their Lord of His Calvary 
merits. The purpose of the Holy 
Spirit was to glorify the Lord Je- 
sus Christ every day from the 
crowning to the coming. It is un- 
thinkable that He should grow 
weary in well-doing. My conviction 
is that the Divine power, so mani- 
fest in the Church at Pentecost, 
was nothing more or less than 
what should be in evidence in the 
church today. Normal Christianity, 
as planned by our Lord, was not 
Supposed to begin in the Spirit and 
continue in the flesh. In the build- 
ing of His temple it never was by 
might nor by power, but always by 
His Spirit. 

The Lord Himself met and foiled 
Satan after first being filled with 
the Spirit. And no child of God 
has ever been victorious over the 
adversary, unless empowered from 
the same source. Our Lord did not 
permit His chosen followers to wit- 
ness a word in His name until en- 
dued with power from on high. It 
is true that before that day they 
were the “born-again” children of 
the Father and had the witness of 
the Spirit. But they were not the 
Lord’s efficient co-workers and nev- 
er could be until Spirit-filled. This 
Divine empowering is for us as for 
them. We, too, may do the works 
which our Lord did, yea, and the 
greater works. The Scriptures con- 
vey no other meaning to me than 
that the Lord Jesus planned that 
the Holy Spirit should continue 
among us in as mighty manifesta- 
tion as at Pentecost. One should 
be able to chase a thousand and 
put ten thousand to flight — as of 
old. Time has not changed the fact 
that ‘Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today and forever.” 

“But will it. last?” How con- 
stantly unbelief puts this question! 
Of course, the work will last — if 
man is faithful. When the blood- 
bought servants of Christ yield 
Him absolute dominion, all the re- 
sources of the Godhead are in ac- 
tive operation for the glory of the 
lamb which was slain. The efficacy 
of the baptism of the Holy Ghost 
and of fire dies down in any soul 
only when that soul wilfully 
quenches it. Did Pentecost last? 
Did God will that it shouldn’t? 
Pentecost was of God. So was the 
Wesleyan Revival. It is not God, 
then, but man whom we must 
blame for the pitiful way in which 
the channels of blessing, originat- 
ing in these great movements, have 
become clogged up.. Can we 
imagine any one who is determined 
to co-work with God to the limit 
of his being asking, “Will it last?” 
At one place in Manchuria, where 
the Holy Spirit had descended in 
unusual power upon the people, the 
Chinese evangelists went and asked 
the missionary why he had not 
told them that the Spirit would 
work so mightily. The missionary 
penitently replied that he himself 
had not known that it was possible. 
How pathetic to come out from 
“the schools of the prophets” and 
not realize that the Holy Spirit 
could endue with power to deliver 
a prophet’s message! 

The ministerial association of a 
certain city in the homeland once 
invited me to tell them about the 
Spirit’s quickening work in China. 
In my address I assured them that 
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I had no reason to consider myself 
any special favorite of the Al- 
mighty. What God had done 
through me in China I was sure 
He was able and willing to do 
through them in Canada. Hence that 
every minister should have the 
faith and courage to look to God 
the Holy Spirit to revive His peo- 
ple. I went on to point out that 
John Wesley and his colleagues 
were just ordinary men until their 
hearts were touched by the Divine 
fire. At that point a Methodist 
preacher of some note interrupted 
me. “What, sir!” he exclaimed, 
“do you mean to tell me that we 
don’t preach better now than John 
Wesley ever did?” “Are you get- 
ting John Wesley’s results?” I 
asked. 


On another occasion I was asked 
to address a meeting of the Presby- 
terian Synod in Toronto. I took as 
my theme the revival at Chang- 
tehfu in 1908. I look back to that 
revival as perhaps the mightiest 
of the Spirit that I have ever been 
through. During those wonderful 
ten days there were seven differ- 
ent times that I was prevented 
from giving an address owing to 
the great brokenness among the 
people. While I was addressing the 
Synod, a certain theological pro- 
fessor, sitting at a table near-by, 
looked anything but happy. My ac- 
count of the Holy Spirit’s convict- 
ing power over a Chinese audience 
seemed to put his nerves all on 
edge. I understand that there was 
another professor from the same 
seminary who was sitting in an- 
other part of the building, and that 
he, too, fidgeted in his seat most 
uneasily. It seems that he finally 
turned around and hissed—‘‘Rats!”’ 
That came perilously near being a 
sin against the Holy Ghost. By the 
most liberal allowance, could such 
prophets be expected to send out 
from their school young prophets 
filled with a Holy Ghost message? 
Can we wonder that spirituality 
is at so low an ebb throughout 
Christendom? Thirty-two per cent 
of the Protestant churches in the 
United States report no increase 
in* membership for 1927. The 
church attendance in Britain is 
not half of what is was twenty- 
five years ago. There can be no 
alternative; it is either Holy Ghost 
revival or apostasy. 


We are convinced that the ma- 
jority of Christian people are liv- 
ing on a plane far below what our 
Master planned for them. Only the 
few really seem to “possess their 
possessions.” Nothing can clothe 
with victorious might but the bap- 
tism with the Holy Ghost and with 
fire; and no one can possess such a 
baptism without knowing it. So 
many Church members seem only 
to have an acquaintance with 
water baptism, and this notwith- 
standing what the great Forerun- 
ner said: “I baptize you with water 
unto repentance, but He that com- 
eth after me is mightier thanI.... 
He shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost and with fire.” Alas! We 
fear that many leaders know noth- 
ing more for themselves and their 
flocks than “John’s Baptism.” In 
spite of all our ecclesiastical pride 
and self-confidence, just how much 
of our building would stand the test 
of fire? 


We cannot emphasize too strong- 
ly our conviction that all hindrance 
in the church is due to sin. It will 
be seen from the following chap- 
ters how the Holy Spirit brings all 
manner of sin to light. Indeed, the 
appalling fact is that every sin 
which is found outside the church 
is also found, although perhaps 
to a lesser degree, within the 
church. For fear that some may 
judge too harshly, we would point 
out that many of the Chinese 
churches, of which. mention is 
made, are not even.one generation 
removed from heathenism. At the 
same time, let us not delude our- 
selves by thinking that all is well 
with our old established churches 
at home. It is sin in. individual 
church members, whether at home 
or on the foreign field, which 
grieves and quenches the Holy 
Spirit. I imagine that we would 
lose much of our self-righteous- 
ness if we were to find that pride, 
jealousy, bad temper, back-biting, 


greed and all their kindred are just 


as heinous in God’s sight as the 
so-called grosser sins. All sin in 
the believer, of whatever kind, 
mars the redemptive work of 
Christ. The most piercing cries 
that I have ever heard have come 
from Chinese Christians, when the 
Holy Spirit made plain to them 
that their sin had crucified the Son 


of God afresh. ‘Behold, the Lord’s 
hand is not shortened that it can- 
not save; neither is His ear heavy, 
that it cannot hear: But your in- 
iquities have separated between 
you and your God, and your sins 
have hid His face from you, that 
He will not hear’ (Isa. 59:1, 2). 
The filth and blood-guiltiness of 
the churches can only be swept 
away by the Spirit of Judgment 
and of burning. 


In view of the prominence that is 
given to confession of sin in this 
book, perhaps it would be as well to 
make my personal views on the 
subject. Some years ago, I was 
about to open a series of meet- 
ings at an important center in 
China, when a visiting lady mis- 
sionary came to me with what 
she called “a sure plan to move 
the people.” Her idea was that I 
should first confess my sins, then 
she would confess hers and after- 
wards I was to persuade all the 
missionaries to confess theirs. The 
Chinese leaders would naturally 
follow, and she was certain that 
by that time every one would have 
broken down. I replied that the 
Lord had not let me to see things 
in that light. “If I have hindering 
sins,’ I said, “they hinder in 
Honan, where I am known; and the 
same applies to yourself. So the 
sooner we return to our respective 
fields and get them out of the way 
the better. To confess our sins be- 
fore this audience, where we. are 
not known, would only waste val- 
uable time. Besides, who am I that 
I should urge these missionaries to 
confess their sins in public, when, 
for 211 I know, they may be living 
nearer to God than I am? The 
Spirit of God does not need me to 
act as His detective. If the mis- 
sionaries here have hindering sins, 
then we may rest assured that the 
Spirit will move them to get rid 
of them. But that is His business, 
not ours.” Never have I witnessed 
anything more moving than that 
last meeting when those mission- 
aries, one after another, broke 
down before the people and con- 
fessed to the things that hindered 
in their lives. 


We have a strong feeling that 
sins committed before conversion 
are under the blood of God’s Holy 
Son and never should be confessed. 
To do so is to bring dishonor upon 
His Calvary sacrifice. We have 
heard church members confess to 
sins which they had committed 
previous to their having joined the 
church. But such had never really 
been born again, and the convic- 
tion from the Holy Spirit that in- 
spired and accompanied their con- 
fessiohs was usually of an awe-in- 
spiring nature and never failed to 
move the audience deeply. More- 
over, as far as our observation has 
led us, we have concluded that 
there must first be deep conviction 
among the true followers of Christ 
before any expectation can be en- 
tertained of moving the others. 
From our own experience we are 
able to state that in every in- 
stance. where this necessary first 
stage has been reached, the uncon- 
verted in the audience have broken 
down completely. There could have 
been no Pentecost unless the one 
hundred believers had first reached 
this Stage. The Chinese Christians 
speak of this work of the Spirit 
as judgment, but as the “hsiao 
shen pon” (small judgment), the 
way still being open to avail one- 
self of the cleansing efficacy of the 
precious blood. 

We believe, too, that as regards 
secret sin; i.e., sin. which is known 
only to the individual soul and God, 
to confess it at the private altar is, 
as a rule, sufficient to ensure par- 
don and cleansing. We say, as a 
rule, because we have known of 
many, usually such as have been 
responsible for the salvation of 
others; e. g., ministers and church 
leaders of one sort or another, for 
whom secret acknowledgement of 
sin has not been sufficient. Their 
agonized public confessions have 
shown plainly that, for them at 
least, there was only one way of 
relief. 

As to sin against an individual 
the Scriptures are quite plain. 
“Therefore, if thou bring thy gift 
to the altar, and there remem- 
berest that thy brother hath aught 
against thee; Leave there thy gift 
before the altar and go thy way; 
first be reconciled to thy brother, 
and then come and offer thy gift” 
(Matt., v. 23, 24). It is vain for us 
to pray while conscious that we 
have injured another. Let us first 
make amends to the injured one 
before we dare approach God at 


either the private or the public 
altar. I am confident that revival 
would br out in most churches 
if thi ere done. Then again, as 
regards public sins, experience has 
shown us that these can only be 
swept away by public confession. 
True, this amounts to crucifixion; 
but by our wilful disobedience we 
have put the Lord of Glory to an 
open shame, and it is the price that 
we must pay. 

Some years ago, while addressing 
a large body of ministers and el- 
ders in the homeland, we urged 
that the Divine call was for a 
greater emphasis upon sin. A few 
hours later, at a certain ministe- 
rial gathering, the subject was 
brought up, and I understand that 
in the argument that ensued a 
large majority decided that the 
Church had laid too much empha- 
sis upon sin. Man’s thoughts, how- 
ever, are not God’s thoughts. Cal- 
very is His emphasis upon sin. 
Surely, since the sinless Qon of God 
had to be made sin for us and over- 
emphasis upon sin is in“the nature 
of things impossible. Wasn't it 
John Wesley, who, as he was pass- 
ing into the presence of the King, 
was heard whispering: 

“I the chief of sinners am, 

But Jesus died for me!” 


Some mention will be made in 
these pages of demon possession. 
We are well aware that it is not a 
popular subject.. When Dr. Nevius’s 
book.on.\‘Demon Possession” was 
published, upwards of thirty years 
ago, the editor of a noted journal 
came out with the statement: “‘Here 
is another sample of how readily 
some men let slip the sheet anchor 
of their reason.” Yet, what we have 
seen with our own eyes has led us 
to conclude that the slip was not 
with Dr. Nevius but with the ed- 
itor, who too readily let slip the 
sheet anchor of his faith. We again 
take the liberty of quoting from Dr. 
Schofield, the famous Harley Street 
specialist. “I think,” he _ said, 
“those who know the East cannot 
doubt that Satan’s power there is 
beyond dispute ... lunacy is a gen- 
eral word that covers any depar- 
ture from sanity, but I think that 
at times it covers even more. My 
experience even in England goes to 
show, and I think the experience of 
all skilled men directly connected 
with mental diseases proves con- 
clusively, that here and there one 
comes across a case that is evident- 
ly ‘possessed’ by some evil spirit. 
I... am one who believes that 
such cases occur, and still more 
that the demons may and can and 
have been ‘cast out’ and their vic- 
tims restored to sanity...” 

Different ones have termed this 
work which God has led me into as 
mere emotionalism. We make no 
defence other than to quote ‘ew 
extracts from letters which were 
written to friends in the homeland 
by missionaries in Manchuria dur- 
ing the Revival there in 1908. 

“Hitherto I have had a horror of 
hysterics and emotionalism in re- 
ligion, and the first outbursts of 
grief from some men who prayed 
displeased me exceedingly. I didn’t 
know what.owas behind it all. 
Eventually, however, it became 
quite clear that nothing but. the 
mighty Spirit of God was working 
in the hearts of men.’ 

“Remember that the Chinaman is 
the most sensitive of men to public 
opinion, that here were men, and 
women too, running counter to ev- 
ery prejudice, in the teeth of cher- 
ished tradition ‘losing face,’ and 
lowering themselves in- the public 
eye, and you will realize a little of 
the wonder and amazement that 
filled the missionary body.” 

“A power has come into the 
Church we cannot control if we 
would. It is a miracle for stolid, 
self-righteous John Chinaman to go 
out of his way to confess to sins 
that no torture of the Yamen could 
force from him; for a Chinamen to 
demean himself to crave, weeping, 
the prayers of his fellow-believers 
is beyond all human explanation.” 

“We are quite overwhelmed at 
the wonder of it .. . We have read 


of revivals in Wales, in India, and\ 


our next-door neighbor, Korea, but 
when the blessing comes down so 
fully and freely as it has done these 
past few days in our midst, it has 
a new meaning.” 

“Perhaps you say it’s a sort of 
religious hysteria. So did some of 
us when we first heard of the Re- 
vival. But here we are, about sixty 
Scottish and Irish Presbyterians 
who have seen it—all shades of 
temperament—and, much as many 
of us shrank from it at first, every 
one who has seen and heard what 
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“T am the light of the world.” 

In every such case He used a 
physical object itself to illustrate 
spiritual truth about Himself. 
Actually Jesus is not literally a 
door, nor literally a vine, nor lit- 
erally light, nor literally bread. 
But by a figure of speech He calls 
Himself these. 

So one is saved who by faith, in 
his heart, partakes of Christ. 
Whatever miracle happens, hap- 
pens in the heart and not the 
stomach, and happens by faith and 
not through physical eating or 
drinking. 

Dear Martin Luther rebelled 
against part of the teaching of Ca- 
tholicism. It is too bad he didn’t 
go all the way on this matter also. 
By faith one partakes of the brok- 
en body and shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. Then when he eats the 
Lord’s Supper it is only a remind- 
er, a sweet memorial, of the death 
of Christ. The real blessing is in 
the faith, and not in the food. - 

2. Is it better to marry or not to 
marry? Explain First Corinthians 
1:1,:8,.3% 

Many Scriptures make it clear 
that God made men,and women to 
marry. You mention Genesis 1:28: 
“Be fruitful and multiply and re- 
plenish the earth.” The same com- 
mand was given to Noah in Genesis 
9:1. Hebrews 13:4 says, “Marriage 
is honorable in all, and the bed un- 
defiled.” When God made woman 
He said, “It is not good that the 
man should be alone; I will make 
him a help meet for him” (Gen. 
2:18). 

The only question brought up in 
First Corinthians, chapter 7, is 
this: sometimes, for Jesus’ sake, 
Christians are able to give up their 
ordinary rights and privileges, in 
order to serve Jesus better. It is 
normally better for. people to eat 
regularly. Sometimes, to seek the 
face of God, it is proper for people 
to fast. Normally God intended 
people to sleep regular hours, But 
sometimes there is a special matter 
of serving God in prayer; it is 
proper then for people to spend the 
night in prayer. Just so the normal 
way is that men and women should 
marry and have homes and chil- 
dren. But in extraordinary cases 
God calls some people to give up 
the idea of home, give up the idea 
of having wife and children, to 
serve the Lord better. Paul him- 
self wished that others could be 
as he was, without a wife or child, 
in order to serve the Lord better, 
but he wished that only in such 
cases as were particularly called to 
it, he said. He plainly said, “It is 
better to marry than to burn.” 

The whole matter is summed up 
fairly well in First Corinthians 7: 
27 and 28, which says, “Art thou 
bound unto a wife? seek not to be 
loosed. Art thou loosed from a 
wife? seek not a wife. But and if 
thou marry, thou hast not sinned; 
and if a virgin marry, she hath not 
sinned. Nevertheless such _ shall 
have trouble in the flesh: but I 
Spare you.” It is not wrong to 
marry if one has a beloved, a 
Christian, whom he can marry in 
the will of God. But marrying 
means certain distractions and 
extra burdens, so a _ Christian 
should be content, if he is married. 
But if he is not married and under 
no special need to marry, he should 
not specially seek to marry. 


3. You believe, you say, that 


ed into Hell and ask what I think. 

ANSWER: You argued that 
Christ went to Hell because we de- 
served to go to Hell. But then 
we deserved to stay there, too, and 
that idea of substitution .would 
mean that Jesus would have to 
stay there to pay for our sins. 
Actually the infinite Saviour could 
suffer all the torments of the 
damned in the time on the cross, 
and that is what He did. The Scrip- 
ture says that Christ should “taste 

(CONTINUED: ON PAGE THREE) 


we have, every day last week, is cer- 
tain there is only one explanation— 
that it is God’s Holy Spirit: mani- 
festing Himself in a way we never 
dreamed of. We have no right to 


of the Creed that lives before us 
now in all its inevitable, awful sol- 
emnity is, ‘I believe in the Holy 
Ghost.’ ” 
(From the book, By My Spirit, 


House, Springfield, Missouri). 


Christ literally, personally descend- 


criticize; we dare not. One clause | 
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SPIRITUAL CHILD-BEARING 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


us exceeding great and pre- 
cious promises: that by these 
ye might be partakers of the 
divine nature, having escaped 
the corruption that is in the 
world through lust. 

“SD. And beside this, giving 
all diligence, add to your faith 
virtue; and to virtue know- 
ledge; 

“6. And to knowledge tem- 
perance; and to temperance 
patience; and to patience god- 
liness; 

“{T. And to godliness broth- 
erly kindness; and to brotherly 
kindness charity; 

“8. For if these things be in 
you and abound, they make 
you that ye shall neither be 
barren nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

“9, But he that lacketh these 
things is blind, and cannot see 

afar off, and hath forgotten 
that he was purged from his 
old sins. 

“10. Wherefore the rather, 
brethren, give diligence to 
make your calling and election 
sure: for if ye do these things, 
ye shall never fall: 


“11. For so an entrance shall 
be ministered unto you abun- 
dantly into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ.” 


Now the tragic thing in connec- 
tion with so many Christian lives is 
that instead of being fruitful, bar- 
renness exists. And this should 
give deep concern to all of us as 
the people of God if it is true of 
our lives. Now we are brought 
face to face with the fact that our 
Lord Jesus said one day that 
“Herein is my Father glorified that 
ye bear much fruit.” God is look- 
ing for fruitfulness in your life 
and mine. Do you as a Christian 
have any spiritual children? This 
is a very personal and important 
question. As a result of the mar- 
riage relationship existing between 
Christ and yourself, is there fruit- 
fulness? Are there spiritual chil- 
dren ? 

In connection with our radio 
ministry back East we support a 
number of missionaries. One is a 


- missionary to Africa who is now 


home on furlough. Many times as 
he has written to me from the 
field, he has closed his letter in this 
way: “Your son,” and then signed 
his name. Now he is not my son 
physically speaking. But he speaks 
of himself as one of my sons in the 
Lord, as Paul wrote to Timothy 
and spoke of. him as his son Tim- 
othy. There was no relationship in 
the flesh, but a very vital and 
important. relationship spiritually 
speaking. Through the ministry of 
the Apostle Paul, Timothy came 
to know the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
he speaks of him as his son. “Now 
therefore my son, be strong in the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.* 
Do you have any children spirit- 
ually speaking? Or is barrenness 
characteristic of your life instead 
of fruitfulness? This ought to give 
us a great deal of concern. 


I remember not so very long ago 
in one of our prayer meetings held 
in Philadelphia. Before we had 
gone to prayer, and as we were 
listening to the prayer requests and 
the testimonies of those who had 
had definite answers to prayer, a 
young lady arose to her feet and 
said, “I want you folk to rejoice 
with me that during the past week 
I have had the joy of leading my 
first soul to the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
And by that time the tears were 


running freely down her cheeks 


and her lips were quivering and it 
was all she could do to get out the 
last few words. She sat down 


weeping but very happy in the 


Lord. We wept with her. A little 
later, several weeks later, she got 
up again and said, “I want you to 
rejoice with me again. I have had 
the privilege of leading my second 
soul to the Lord Jesus Christ.’ 
Now that young woman had been 
saved less than a year and had al- 
ready as a result of that union be- 
tween Christ and herself, spoken 
of as a marriage relation the re- 
sult of which should be fruitful- 
ness, she had been used of God in 
the salvation of two precious souls. 
I wonder how long you have.-been 
a Christian? Maybe a year? Or 
two or three years, or four or five 
or ten or thirty or forty or fifty? 
I wonder how large a family you 
abe spiritually speaking? I won- 


der how much fruitfulness there is 
in connection with your life? Does 
it give you any concern this morn- 
ing if barrenness is true of you in- 
stead of fruitfulness? If barren- 
ness is true of your life, and if 
there is no concern about it, some- 
thing is radically wrong with you. 


But on the other hand, if you are 
a Christian and you are conscious 
of being a barren Christian and 
you are deeply concerned about it, 
there is hope for you. 

There is a very interesting story 
in the Old Testament in the first 
book of Samuel which involves 
Hannah. Hannah found herself in 
a rather difficult situation. She 
was one of two wives married to a 
man named Elkanah. As a result 
of the marriage to the other wife 
there were children. But as a re- 
sult of the marriage to Hannah 
there were no children. Those Old 
Testament wives looked upon -bar- 
renness as an evidence of the dis- 
pleasure of God, of the judgment 
of God. Hannah had a mother’s 
heart, but she had no children. 
There isn’t anything in the world 
that will satisfy a mother’s heart 
but children. Those of you who are 
mothers know that. 

A woman was talking to Mrs. 
Palmer one day, and she said, 
“Mrs. Palmer, you may not be able 
to understand this ....” (We 
have had eight children in our 
home, and six of them are living.) 
This woman was the mother of 
five.. She said, ‘‘When those chil- 
dren were born, I hated every one 
of them. I didn’t want a single 
one of them, I hated them all.” 
She said, “Mrs. Palmer, you can’t 
understand this, because you have 
a mother’s heart, but I didn’t have 
a mother’s heart. I didn’t want any 
of my children.” She said, ‘The 
Lord very graciously saved me, and 
He gave me a new heart, and I 
began to love my children in a new 
way and loved them all for the 
Lord Jesus. Now they are all 
saved, and we have a very, very 
happy home,” 

There isn’t anything that will 
satisfy a mother’s heart but chil- 
dren. And there were no children 
born to Hannah. She was greatly 
disturbed and distressed about it, 
especially because of the other 
wife, her adversary as she was 
spoken of in First Samuel 1:6, 7: 

‘“‘And her adversary also pro- 
voked her sore, for to make 
her fret because the Lord had 
shut up her womb. And as he 
did so year by year, when she 
went up to the house of the 
Lord, so she provoked her; 
therefore she wept, and did 
not eat.” 

' Now this thing was so pressing 
upon the heart of Hannah that she 
didnot eat; and she wept and was 
fretted. And of course her hus- 
band noticing this, in verse 8, said 
to her: 

“Then said Elkanah her hus- 
band to her, Hannah, why 
weepest thou? and why eat- 
est thou not? and why is thy 
heart grieved? am not I better 
to thee than ten sons ?’”’ 

Now it is a strange thing, isn’ 
it, and yet it is true. Hannah in all 


as far as this world’s goods were 


jconcerned. Perhaps her husband 


was able to provide very amply for 
her, and she likely had the best of 
furnishings in her home, with fine 
carpets and lovely paintings on the 
wall and the best of furniture. And 
her husband was gracious and kind 
and loving, and he said to her, 
“Am not I better to thee than ten 
sons?” And, well, that might have 
been true, but it didn’t Satisfy this 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 
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death for every man” (Heb. 2:9). 
And remember that we are ex- 
pressly told that Jesus cried out on 
the cross, “It is finished” (John 
19:30). The atonement was fin- 
ished without Jesus personally go- 
ing to Hell. 

You remind me of First Peter 
3:19, but you should read the last 
word of the eighteenth verse, too: 
“The Spirit: By which also he 
went and preached unto the spirits 
in prison.” The only way Jesus 
went and preached to the spirits 
was by the Spirit. And the same 
passage tells when: “When once 


a) 


probability had all she could desire. 


the longsuffering of God waited 


Fundamental Pastors 
Carry On Revival 


At Racine, Wisconsin 


There were many blessings in 
the tent revival at Racine, Wis- 
consin. When after three weeks, 
the editor had to leave for his 
scheduled union revival in Free- 
port, Illinois, the fundamental pas- 
tors of the town heartily agreed to 
take over the revival and carry it 
on with the cooperation and help 
of the Christian Youth Association. 

There were about fifty who pro- 
fessed faith in Christ, including a 
large number of boys and girls in 
the special children’s meeting led 
by several fine workers. Some 
Catholics were saved. There was a 
large attendance of Lutherans. 

Among visitors one automobile 
of people came from Waterloo, 
Iowa, to be in the services. 

We had sweet fellowship with 
many of the pastors and preached 
in two Baptist churches, two Meth- 
odist churches, the Gospel Taber- 
nacle, five days over the radio pro- 
gram sponsored by the Ministerial 
Alliance, four days on the Old 
Fashioned Gospel Broadcast. 


—--—--O-- 


Literature Recently 


Given Away 


Recently we have had the joy of 
giving away thousands of copies of 
books and pamphlets by Editor 
John R. Rice. Among the gifts 
are the following: 


5,025 copies What Must I Do To 
Be Saved? 50 copies of Bible Facts 
About Heaven, and 25 World-Wide 
War and the Bible, given to 
Evangelist J. Lloyd Hunter for the 
Rural Evangelism Crusade in 
Iowa. 

5,000 copies What Must I Do To 
Be Saved? to Rev. Carleton E. 
Null for highway evangelism. 


860 copies Bible Facts About 
Heaven and 860 copies World-Wide 
War and the Bible given to stu- 
dents of Moody Bible Institute, Chi- 
cago, distributed by Dean of Men, 
A. Franklin Broman, and Mrs. 
Blanche B. Breckenridge, Dean of 
Women. 

150 copies of World-Wide War 
and the Bible distributed to stu- 
dents of Northern Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary, Chicago. 

206 copies of World-Wide War 
and the Bible distributed to young 
men of Wheaton College, Wheaton, 
Illinois. 

Over 250 copies of Bible Facts 
About Heaven distributed to young 
women students of Wheaton Col- 
lege. 

100 copies Bible Facts About 
Heaven given to radio listeners of 
Rev. Walter H. Carlin, Racine, 
Wisconsin, 

200 copies Bible Facts About 


cue Mission Grand Rapids, Mich. 

500 copies Bible Facts . About 
Heaven, given to the Evansville 
Rescue Mission, Evansville, Ind. 

1,000 Jewish Persecution and Bi- 
ble Prophecies given to Jewish 
evangelism work of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, Rev. Jacob 
Gartenhaus, director. 

Hundreds of copies of needed 
messages, particularly What Must 
I Do To Be Saved? have been given 
to individuals. 

Our printing bills for books 
alone, not counting The Sword of 
the Lord, are very heavy, averag- 
ing nearly $1,000 a month. We re- 
quest the prayers of our readers 
in this blessed work. Pray that 
we may be given liberal hearts of 
faith so that we will not fail to 
spread these gospel messages liber- 
ally. Pray that many will be saved 
in the future as hundreds have re- 
ported their salvation in the past, 
directly traced to these printed 
books and pamphlets. And pray 
that God will give us the money 
to keep printing such books and 
pamphlets for the salvation of lost 
sinners and the teaching and bless- 
ing of Christians. 


in the days of Noah, while the ark 
was a preparing.” 

It is true that Jesus went to the 
grave, in His body, and that His 
spirit went to the realm of the 
dead; but He told the dying thief 
exactly where they both would go 
when he said, “Today. shalt thou 
be with me in paradise” (Luke 23: 
43). Jesus went straight to para- 
dise from the cross. His work was 
already “finished” in atoning for 
man’s sins. 


Heaven given to Mel Trotter Res- | 
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“Y JOHN R. RICE 


These books have been specially blessed of God. Every home 


should have them always on hand. 


“And God 


Remembered... . 


You won't believe how beau- 
tiful this book is until you see 
it. Bound in tan cloth, witIif 
gold paper jacket, printed in 
brown. And besides, there are 
123 pages of heart-warming, 
faith-inspiring. messages—the 
best Dr. Rice has written in 
seven years’ time. You can’t 
afford to miss these sermons: 


“And God Remembered .. .” 

Tears In Heaven 

“Behold the Man”’ 

“Where Is the Lord God of 
Elijah ?” 

The Exceeding Abundantly 
Able God 

The Torn Veil 


You will say it is the best 
$1 book you ever got, 
postpaid, for only............ 50c 

5 copies for $2.00! 
What a bargain! 


99 


Revival Sermons On 


Sin, Hell, Salvation 


Formerly called “What Must I Do To Be Saved?” from one of 
the messages in the book. 
Rev. Wendell P. Loveless said in Moody Monthly: 

“In this collection of revival sermons, by the well- 
known and greatly used southern evangelist, six scrip- 
tural, heart-searching, evangelistic messages are pre- 
sented. The author’s characteristically clear and crisp 
style is apparent throughout, and yet one is impressed, 
as he reads, that the utterances find their source in a 
heart of love and deep concern for the lost. This book 
should have wide circulation and reading, not only by 
the layman, but by the clergy as well. These messages 
are certain to stimulate revival interest.”’ 

150 pages, cloth bound. igre $1.00, now, postpaid, 


Bible Facts About Heaven 


Read this most popular of all of Dr. Hice’s 
books; 65,000 copies have been printed in nine 
months’ time. Give it to the bereaved, to 
troubled saints, old people, lost sinners. Dozens 
have written to say they had trusted Christ 
through reading this book. Dr. H. A. Iron- 
side, pastor of the great Moody Memorial 
Church, Chicago, said: . There are eight 
chapters, and every - one ‘of them clear and 
Scriptural .. 

68 pages. Gift edition. Lovely Crys- 
balion. cover. Price, ORLY .i..35.0.2..02.5 ccc 25¢ 

Do for $1.00 


World-Wide War and the Bible 


Five thrilling chapters as follows: (1) Will America Get In? 
(2) Should Christians Fight? (3) Universal Human Wickedness 
and the Inevitable Collapse of Human Civilization. (4) The 


Prophesied Future Lineup of the Nations. (5) War —- Signs That 
Christ is Coming Soon. This answers many questions about war 


25¢c 


and is of vital interest. 126 pages, leatherette paper cov- 
er, a remarkable value. Postpaid, each, only 


_ Vipet Is Wrong With the Movies? 


Here are ten startling chapters, telling 
what is actually wrong with the movies. Gives 
an analysis of 115 films by leading educators. 
Gives testimonies of fallen girls and criminals, 
showing that movies led to their ruin. Proves 
Christians ought to stay away from the 
movies. 117 pages, many Scriptures. Two col- 
or paper cover. Very popular. Five 


What Is Wrong With 


the Dance? 


Newly printed by Zondervan. Proves the 
modern dance is the child of the brothel, sister 
of drunkenness, lewdness, divorce and murder, 
the mother of lust —-a road to Hell! A sermon 
preached by the editor in Dallas. Stenographic- 
ally reported, with other valuable material 
added. It has a real punch and certainly shows 
what is wrong with the dance. 45 pages, 25 Cc 


colored cover, price, each 
Lodges Examined By the Bible 


Plain-as-day Scriptures forbidding Christians to fellowship with 
unbelievers; condemning secrecy; forbidding lodge oaths, and 8 
other chapters of Bible teaching, lodge secrets, testimonies of 
great Christian leaders and gospel.appeal. Book paper, 2 
leatherette cover, 109 pages. Price 5c 
5 for $1.00 


The Sword of vie Lora Publishers 


512 West Franklin Street Wheaton, Illinois 


editions already. Price, postpaid.............. 35¢c 
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE THREE) 


mother’s heart. And so the Word 
of God tells us that she went to 
the house of the Lord in her dis- 
tress, and she prayed before Eli 
and before the Lord. In verse 10 
we read: 

“And she was in bitterness 
of soul, and prayed unto the ~ 
Lord, and wept sore. 

“And she vowed a vow, and 
said, O Lord of hosts, if thou 
wilt indeed look on the afflic- 
tion of thine handmaid, and re- 
member me, and not forget 
thine handmaid, but wilt give 
unto thine handmaid a man 
child then I will give him unto 
the Lord all the days of-his 
life, and there shall no razor 
come upon his head. 

“And it came to pass as shg 
continued praying before the 
Lord, that Eli marked her 
mouth. 

“‘Now Hannah, she spake in 
her heart; only her lips moved, 
but her voice was not heard: 
therefore Eli thought she had 
been drunken. 

“And Eli said unto her, How 
long wilt thou be drunken? put 
away thy wine from thee. 

“And Hannah answered and 
said, No, my lord, I am a wom- 
an of a sorrowful spirit: I 
have drunk neither wine nor 
strong drink, but have poured 
out my soul before the Lord. 

“Count not thine handmaid 
for a daughter of Belial: for 
out of the abundance of my 
complaint and grief have I 
spoken hitherto. 

“Then Eli answered and said, 
Go in peace: and the God of 
Israel grant thee thy petition 
that thou hast asked of him. 

“And she said, Let thine 
handmaid find grace in thy 
sight. So the woman went her 
way, and did eat, and her 
countenance was no more sad. 

“And they rose up in. the 
morning early, and worshipped 
before the Lord, and returned, 
and came to their house to 
Ramah: and Elkanah knew 
Hannah his wife; and the Lord 
remembered her.” 


And then as we continue on we 
learn from the Word of. God that 
God gives to her in answer to her 
prayer a son named Samuel. And 
we find her at the proper time in 
God’s house with the babe in her 
arms in the presence of Eli. And 
in verse 26 to 28 she said — I won- 
der if you can’t visualize this 
scene — 

“Oh, my lord, as thy soul 
liveth, my lord, Il-am the wom- 
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The Continual 
Burnt-Offering 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


since and brought me to this jubi- 
lee year.” Celebrating his jubilee, 
Dr. Ironside promised $2,500.00 to 
the building debt of the great 
Moody Church. He had 5,000 copies 
of this book printed, and as author 
he gets them at half price from 
the publisher. The fifty cents 
profit on each book will make up 
his blessed jubilee gift to Moody 
Church to help pay off the debt 
on their beautiful building. 


Dr. Ironside has given so many 
blessed gospel messages to us 
through The Sword of the Lord, 
and I hope hundreds of readers 
will get this book of daily readings. 
It will greatly help your devotional 
life, and lead you nearer the Sav- 
iour. Or the book makes a beau- 
tiful gift. And then you will have 
a part in paying the debt of the 


great Moody Church. 


Order your copy from Dr. H. A. 
Ironside, Pastor, Moody Memorial 
Church, 1609 North LaSalle Street, 
Chicago, Illinois. 


SPIRITUAL CHILD-BEARING 


500 TRACTS A YEAR FREE 
For Christian Workers 
Any Christian applying to The 
Scripture Witness League for mem- 
bership and will promise to prayer- 
fully distribute no less than 500 


tracts a year will receive free 500 
assorted tracts postpaid free. The 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


quae " oe 


an that stood by thee here, 

praying unto the Lord. For 

this child I prayed; and the 

Lord hath given me my peti- 

tion which I asked of him: 

therefore also I have lent him 
to the Lord: ‘as long as he 
liveth he shall be lent to the 

Lord. And she worshipped the 

Lord there.” 

A beautiful picture, isn’t it? 
And you know I think we can learn 
many wonderful lessons from the 
experience of this Old Testament 
character, Hannah, who had a 
mother’s heart but no child and 
who wept over the situation -and 
who refused to eat and who could 
not sleep. And she went before the 
Lord to spread this matter before 
the Lord and she called upon Him 
in earnest, believing prayer, and 
God heard and answered the prayer 
and she stood in the presence of 
Eli and in the presence of God and 
said, “For this child I prayed — 
here he is!” Thank God for an- 
swered prayer! - 


Now the Holy Spirit does not use 
a vulgar expression when He says 
this: ““As soon as Zion travailed, 
she brought forth her children.’ 
And you know, friends, in all 
probability if there is barrenness 
in your life spiritually speaking, 
it is because there is no real soul 
travail. 


I think of an experience that I 


had on the west coast in Dr. Louis 
Bauman’s church in Long Beach, 
California. I preached there one 
Sunday morning, and at the close 
of the service, a young man raised 


his hand and I went back to talk, 


to him, and he said, “Yes, Sir, I 
do want to accept Christ.” “Will 
you come forward?’ I asked. “Yes, 
I will be glad to,” he said, and he 
looked rather hesitatingly to the 
young lady standing by his side. 
“Are you related?” I asked him. 
“Yes, she is my wife,” he said. 
Turning to her, I asked, “Won’t you 
take Christ, too, and won’t you 
come forward? When I insisted, 
she refused, but. she said, “How- 
ever, I will bé“glad to talk to you.” 
“Come forward and sit with your 
husband,” I said, and she did and 
sat down by him. I talked at length 
with that young lady but to no 
avail. She finally said, “Brother 
Palmer, I have just been informed 
by the physician that I will never 


‘be able to have a child, and I have 


looked forward for years to hav- 
ing a child. And this has been a 
terrible blow to me.” 

And do you know what I did? 
I turned to this first chapter of 
First Samuel and read to that girl 
and her husband this story of 
Hannah. After I had finished read- 
ing that, that girl bowed her head 
and humbled her heart and re- 
ceived the Lord Jesus Christ as 


her personal Saviour. I have not 
heard from them from that time 
until this present hour, but you 
know I would not be at all sur- 
prised if in addition to the Lord’s 
saving that young married man 
and young married woman, but 
that He wouldn’t also hear prayer 
in their behalf and send to them 
the longing and desire of their 
hearts; namely, a child. Oh, God 
is good. 

I wonder if there has ever been 


any real soul travail on your part 
concerning those loved ones of 
yours, concerning that husband of 
yours or that son or that daughter. 
It is because there has never been 


‘any real soul travail. Paul said, “I 


could wish that myself were ac- 
cursed from Christ for my breth- 
ren, my kinsmen according to the 
fiesh.”’ I heard a man, a father, 
who one day cried because of his 
unsaved son; “Oh, God, let me be 
damned for eternity, but save my 
boy!’”’ I want to say to you, if there 
is no concern in our hearts for the 
souls of men, something is radical- 
ly wrong. There is a sign here in 
this studio that says, “Your mes- 
sage may be used to save a soul, 
deliver it prayerfully.”’ And I have 
been giving this message and that 
thing has been uppermost in my 
mind, because I know thousands 
and hundreds of thousands of peo- 
ple have been saved by their-radios. 
We have letters in our files back 
East, hundreds of them, and Moody 
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has here thousands of them, testi- 
fying to the fact that souls have 
been saved. I think of a man sixty- 
five years of age, a Marine engi- 
neer who brought a word of testi- 
mony just recently at one of our 
meetings. His father and three 
brothers had been Methodist 
preachers. He had lived a clean 
moral life all the years, sixty-five 
of them, but not until the other day 
when he listened over the radio 
aboard the boat did he get on his ~ 
knees and definitely receive Jesus 
Christ as his personal Saviour. 
One man, as husband and wife sat 
at the breakfast table, and as Mrs. 
Palmer raised her heart and voice 
in prayer, this man who was un- 
saved, and who was conscious that 
many prayers had been offered for 
him, stopped eating breakfast and 
bowed his head and humbled his 
heart and received Jesus Christ as 
his personal Saviour.- 


My friends, perhaps you are con- 


scious that prayer has been offered 
in your behalf. Oh, won’t you there 
wherever you are, beside your ra- 
dio, or on that sick bed, or in your 
car, in a restaurant, or wherever 
you are listening to the voice of 
God as He speaks to you, won’t 
you say yes to the Lord Jesus and 
receive Him now as your personal 
Saviour? And won't. you, the peo- 
ple of God, take it upon your hearts 
to be used of Him in the salva- 
tion of souls more than ever be- 
fore ? 
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